
by Natal ie Green 

It was a t e n  year batt le w i t h  the  
Department o f  Energy t o  ge t  i t  done right, 
bu t  last  weekend the f i r s t  t rainload of 

low-level  radioactive waste f inai iy l e f t  the  
Ashland 2 Site on River Road i n  Tonawanda, 
headed for i t s  final resting place near 
Bianding, Utah, 282 miles south east o f  Salt 
Lake City. 

"This i s  very, very good news. For the f i rst  
time i n  55 years radioactive mater iai  i s  leav- 
ing  our community instead of coming i n t o  
it," said Richard lobe, chairperson o f  CANiT, 
or Coalition Against Nuclear Materia! i n  
Tonaivanda. 

The excavated mater iai  w i l l  be  shipped t o  a 
fui iy Liceqsed faci i i ty owned b y  the 
Internat ional Uranium Corporation, a Utah 
based mining concern, which w i l l  extract ura- 
nium from the contaminated so i l  for reuse. 

Out o f  46';ites i n  14  states ident i f ied b y  the 
federal government as containing radioactive 
waste developed during the war effort, New 
York State has 10, 6 of which are i n  Western 
New York. These 46  sites are covered by FUS- 
RAP, the Formeriy Used Sites Remedial Action 
Plan established i n  1974 and funded through 
Congress. 

Unlike w i th  environmental damage from 
chemical wastes, which are covered by the  
New York State Department o f  Environmental 
Consewation, the  Federal Government does 
no t  go after the  owners o f  the  sites for the 
costs necessary for remediation of nuclear 
contamination stemming from mil i tary indus- 
t ry i n  World War 11. 

FUSRAP was established i n  1974, w i th  a mis- 
sion t o  ident i fy and restore sites w i t h  Low 
level  contamination. The six sites i n  t h i s  area 
came t o  the a t ten t ion  o f  Local residents oniy 
as recently as 1988, when the  Department o f  
Energy, under whose umbrella t h i s  touchy 

issue falls, proposed a consolidation o f  
nuclear waste from their  s i te i n  Coionie, N.Y. 
t o  one large site i n  Tonawanda, aiong w i t h  
consoiidating the four sites already there. 
Citizens and Local poiiticians were vociferousiy 
opposed t o  this proposai and successfully lob- 
bied, w i th  the  help of  Congressman John 
LaFalce, t o  k i l t  the proposai. 

The Ashiand 2 cleanup, which w i l l  continue 
through September, has taken a decade t o  
impiement, and went through a number of 
different planning stages t o  ge t  to where i t  i s  
now. 

Funniiy enough, i t  is no t  the  Department o f  
Energy who, af ter years o f  negot iat ion w i th  
ci t izen advocate groups l ike CANiT, was sched- 
uled t o  remediate the four low-level  nuclear 
waste sites i n  Tonawanda. Instead Congress 
transferred responsibiiity for the FUSRAP pro- 
gram t o  the Army Corps o f  Engineers, which 
has impressed Tobe and Tonawanda Town 
Supervisor Carl Calabrese w i t h  their  efficiency 
and thoroughness i n  gett ing the  j o b  done wei i  
and on  scheduie. 

Calabrese quotes the Army Corps Coionel I n  
charge of the operation as saying " I f  i t  has 
more radiat ion than a bott ie o f  salad dress- 
ing, it's o u t  of here." 

How i t  g o t  here 
War i s  hell, and leaves i t s  mark on genera- 

tions. When the United States deveioped the 
atomic bomb i n  World War 11, Buffalo was an 
important industr ia i  town w i t h  cheap, abun- 
dant electr ic i ty and convenient access t o  
waterways. This area was perfect, therefore, 
t o  help i n  the  w m e f f o r t  when extracting a 
singie isotope from uranium was needed t o  
bui ld the bomb t h a t  ended the war and deci- 
mated t w o  large Japanese cities. 

Western New York was instrumental  t o  
Department o f  Energy forerunners, Manhattan 
Engineer Distr ict  and Atomic Energy 
Commission. What's le f t  o f  African-mined ura- 

I FUSRAP-46 SITES IN 14 STATES 

nium used t o  bui ld bombs is stored i n  
Lewiston a t  one of the six FUSRAP sites, the 
Niagara F a l s  Storage Site. Other sites have 
low levels of  American-mined uranium, tho+ 
um and radium. Li t t le of the  area's radioactive 
material. however, is highiy dangerous, since 
the stages o f  bomb deveiopment i n  Western 
New York were e a r b  i n  the atomlc process and 
relatively simpie. The remainder of  radioactive 
material a t  the 6 sites i n  WNY, according to 
FUSRAP iiterature. i s  just  a b i t  stronger than 
naturaily occurring radiation. 

Grass roots a t  work 
Tobe. though happy w i th  the proceeding 

Ashland 2 clean-up, thinks the process should 
have happened sooner. The reason it didn't, 
l obe  says, i s  because CANiT and other citizens 
didn't want t o  agree t o  an expedited clean up 
without considering options. 

LVhiie he  stops short of saying the 
Department o f  Energy was dishonest w i th  
CANiT. Tobe admits "There were t imes when I 
thought they weren't as forthcoming as they 
couid have been." 

As an exampie Tobe cites the DOE'S or iginal  
cost estimate for transporting the radioactive 
waste from the  Tonawanda sites a t  $200 mi l-  
l ion. The act iv ists w i th  CANiT started doing 
their  own research on  the cost o f  transporting 
the material o u t  o f  state. The answers CANiT 
go t  were vast iy different h o m  what the DOE 
estimated. 

Whiie the  DOE impi ied t h a t  f inding an appro- 
priate si te t o  accept the mater iai  would be 
difficuit, CANiT found one after another 
Western concern t h a t  was no t  only wi i l ing t o  
accept the material. bu t  were happy t o  have 
it. Dawn Mining, a mining company i n  
Washington State, for instance, had  an old 
uranium mine they wanted fil led. The material 
coming o u t  of Tonawanda. N.Y. has no  higher 
radiation levels t h a t  the mater ial  t h a t  i s  
already i n  the  si te Dawn Mining wanted fii led. 
The mining company would make money for 
accepting the  fiil and use t h a t  money t o  
improve their  site. I n  the end, n o t  only did 
CANiT find takers for their radioactive materi- 
al. they found competi t ion for it, which drove 
down the  cost of transport. 

I n  the end, the  estimated $200.000 clean up  
was really a $19 mil l ion doilar clean-up, 
thanks i n  Large part  t o  a grass roots organiza- 
t ion  t h a t  networked, found simi lar comrun i -  
ties w i th  simi lar materiais and discussed soiu- 
tions. The Bianding, Utah site n o t  populous. 
and i s  extremely dry. Water damage is  the 
most common reason for Leakage o f  nuclear or 
chemicai waste i n t o  the environment, because 
water i s  most like t o  damage containment 
uni ts and carry pollutants. 

Tobe surmises t h a t  Congress ended up  giving 
the program t o  another part of government 
"...in large part  because they were unhappy 
w i th  DOE. It took  them more than 10  years t o  
make this project work.' 

"The culture w i th in  the DOE," says Tobe, "is 

one of constant study and work and motion 
but no conclusion. They didn' t  seem t o  be dr i -  
ven t o  br ing this t o  an end.'' 

Yet part of  the  reason for the delay was the 
very strength of the Coalition. Town 
Supervisor Caiabrese wanted t o  make sure t h a t  
ever part of the clean-up j ibed w i th  his 
waterfront master pian, and CANiT, who had 
actually gotten a DOE grant t o  hire a scientist 
t o  advise them on the technicai  matters a t  
issue, were insistent on complying w i th  
stricter New York State guidelines, rather than 
the federal guidelines tha t  were the only ones 
t o  which the DOE was Legaiiy bound. Stiil, at  
the insistence o f  the involved citizens, the 
Department o f  Energy acquiesced, and a 
Record of Decision, the official f inal  agree- 
ment was signed on  Apri i  20, 1998. 

I n  the Fiscai Year 1998 Energy and Water 
Appropriations Bili, signed in to  law on 
October 13, 1997, Congress transferred man- 
agement of  FUSRAP t o  the US.  Army Corps o f  
Engineers (USACE). A t o t a l  o f  $140 mi l l ion i n  
N 1998 funding was provided t o  USACE by 
this legislation, t o  remediate the remaining 
2 2  sites across the nation. The Buffalo 
District of FUSRAP, which does no t  handle 
every nuclear waste si te -onLy those contami- 
nated i n  the war ef fort  - was funded $35 
mi l l ion t o  handle eight sites, two  of which 
are i n  Ohio. 

What happens next? 
FUSRATs goa l  i s  t o  remediate the affected 

Land so wel l  t h a t  it can be redeveloped i n t o  
something posi t ive for the  community. 

I n  Tonawanda, th is  is part of Calabrese's 
master plan for riverfront development, an 
obvious improvement t o  the widespread 
watemont  abandonment Tonawanda's river- 
f ront has come t o  expect. I n  keeping w i th  
City o f  Buffalo ongoing waterfront develop- 
ment, Tonawanda plans t o  develop a str ip o f  
land on the unaffected waterfront side o f  
River Road t h a t  is combination town park, 
county park and state park. The land directly 
i n  f ront of the Ashland and Seaway sites w i l l  
be developed for l i g h t  industr ia l  and commer- 
c ial  purposes. "We've-seen some interest from 
a major developer already, and t h a t  would 
never have happened w i thou t  th is  clean-up," 
says Calabrese. Not  only is it hard t o  get busi- 
nesses interested i n  land known for nuclear 
waste, even of the  mildest kind, bu t  it's jus t  
as difficult t o  get hanks interested in-fund- 
ing. Once these sites are cieaned up  com- 
pletely, 2002 is  the estimated f in ish date, 
Caiabrese expects t o  see the area develop 
quickly and weii. 

Indeed it is  an especially pretty area, aiong 
Niagara R i ~ e r ~ p e a c e f u i  and woodsy. The 
stench tha t  6 s  bpen there for years from the 
nearby o i l  re f jner ip  has diminished, and 
those too are'being l im i ted  t o  storage tanks. t 
Who cares, i t 's  already 
pol luted!  
This week, August 2, marks the 20th 



ann i ve r sa r y  o f  P res i den t  J i m m y  C a r t e f s  dec l a -  

r a t i o n  o f  a s t a t e  o f  emergency  f o r  Love  Canal, 

w h e n  2 3 9  f am i l i e s  we re  evacua ted  f r o m  a haz-  

ardous c h e m i c a l  was te  dump .  T h e  e n v i r o n m e n -  

t a l  d i sas te r  t h a t  came  t o  light i n  1 9 7 8  o n l y  

added  t o  t h e  i m a g e  o f  Buffalo as  t h e  "a rmp i t  

o f  t h e  nat ion."  

Er ie  a n d  Niagara Coun t i es  are r i f e  w i t h  env i -  

r o n m e n t a l l y  cha l l enged  areas. The  c i t y  o f  

Niagara Falls. desp i t e  a c l ea r  w a r n i n g  o n  t h e  

deed  f o r  t h e  l a n d  t h e y  b o u g h t  f r o m  Hooke r  

Chem ica l  for  $1, b u i l t  a s choo l  a n d  ne i ghbo r -  

h o o d  o n  t o p  o f  a n  abandoned  canal, w h i c h  

h a d  b e e n  f i l l e d  in w i t h  20,000 t o n s  o f  haz -  

ardous waste. I n s p i r e d  by t h e  ser ious s i t u a t i o n  

a t  Love  Canal, New  York S ta te  i den t i f i ed  

app rox ima te l y  1.000 c h e m i c a l  was te  s i t es  in  
need  o f  remediat ion,  a n d  fully 25% o f  w h i c h  

are c l us te red  i n  Er ie  a n d  Niagara.  

FUSRAP covers o n l y  t h o s e  s i t es  h a v i n g  t o  d o  

w i t h  t h e  wa r  effort, but t hese  a re  n o t  t h e  o n l y  

s i t es  i n  Wes te rn  New  York c o n t a i n i n g  r ad i oac -  

t i v e  waste.  The o t h e r  m a j o r  nuc l ea r  was te  p ro -  

ducers a re  u t i l i t y  companies,  a n d  less ?m i -  

nously, hosp i t a l s  u s i n g  r ad i oac t i ve  ma te r i a l s  

f o r  m e d i c i n a l  purposes.  

The  FUSRAP h i s t o r y  i s  a nuc lear  was te  suc-  

cess story, which,  it w o u l d  seem, i s  a n  obv i -  

o u s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  terms. , 

B u t  t h e r e  a re  b i gge r  was te  s i t es  t o  fry, West  

Val ley b e i n g  t h e  nea res t  a n d  next .  One  d i r e  

p r o j e c t  a t  a t ime,  as  w i t h  Love  Cana l  2 0  years 

ago, t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  conce rned  c i t i z e n s  

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  m a k e  t h i n g s  b e t t e r  c a n  work.  

N o  o n e  e l se  wi l l  ca re  if it's p o l l u t e d  un l ess  w e  

care t h a t  it is. 

FUSRAP SITES I N  WNY 

Bliss and Laughl in  Steel ,  
Buf fa lo ,  NY 
The iormer Bliss C Lavghiin Steel faolity i r  located ~n 

Lackawanna, NY. This rite was "red by the Blirr & Laughl~n 

Steel Company to machine and straighten uranium rods dur- 

ing September and October of 1952. The rite is curientiy 

owned by the Niagaia Cold Diawn Company. 

Niagara Falls Storage Site,  
L e w ~ s t o n ,  NY 
The Nlagaia falls Storage Slte (NFSS) is located in  

Lewrton. NY Radioactive ieridues and waster from uran,um 
ore piocerrlng were transported to the NFSS for storage from 

1944 unti l  the late 19505. There reriduer and wartcr are 
(uiientiy stored ~n an eaithen containment structure on the 
rite. 

Tonawanda Sites, Tonawanda, NY 
Linde S i te  

The Linde Site ,r  located ~n Tonawanda. NY Fiom 1942 to 
1946. the former Linde Av Prodvctr Oivirloo of Union 

Caibtde pracerred uranium ores at this locabon under con- 

tiact to the Manhattan Engineer Dtrtnct (MED). The rite is 

tuirentiy owned by Praxair In<. 

Ashiand I Si te  

Arhland 1 i r  located I" Tanawanda. NY. aiong the Niagaia 
River. from 1944 to 1946. appmximateiy 8.000 tons o i  low- 

grade uranium are tailings were $,toted at what i r  now the 
Arhland 1 site. The rite is currently owned by Ashland 

Chemical Lo. 

Ashland 2 Site 

Arhland 2 is located in  Tanauanda. NY, along the Nisgara 

RIYII. Between 1974 and 1982. appioxlmately 6,000 cubic 
yards of ro i l  containing low-level radioactive reriduer war 
tianrieiied hom the Arhland 1 Site to  an area at  Arhland 2. 

The rite i;curiently owned by Ashlan+Chemiral Co. 

Seaway Site 
Informationai meeting 'Oncerning 'lean up 

Seaway Indurtnal Park is located i n  Tonawanda. NY, aiong 
for Tonawanda site be held Augus t  Sth at the Niagaia River. Between 1974 and 1982. the Seaway Site 
t h e  P h i l l i p  She r i dan  Bu i l d i ng ,  R m  122,  3 2 0 0  was contaminated during the tranrier of ra i l  containing tow- 

E lmwood  Ave., Kenmore. Ca l l  A r l een  Kreusch 

Pub l i c  A f f a i r s  S p e d a l l s t  f o r  FUSRAP f o r  m o r e  

i n f o rma t i on :  (716)  879 -4438  a 
level radioactive reriduer from the Ashland 1 Site to the 

Arhlaod 2 Site. The r i te  is currently owned by the Seaway 

Industrial Park Oevelapment Company, Inc. 

Souiie: FUSRAP Buffalo Office Web rite: 

This i s  River Road - 
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